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September 29, 2003

Mr. Paul Morabito, Board President
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito:

I am writing to express my support for the request submitted by The Occidental Arts &
Ecology Center, for funding of an Estuary Study of Salmon Creck. This project will
enable the Center, in co-operation with the Salmon Creek Watershed Council, to continue
in their ongoing efforts to study and restore the Salmon Creek Estuary.

It is my understanding that with this funding, The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center will
be able to compile historical and anecdotal data and establish a monitoring protocol for
the estuary. This will result in better comprehension of the system and will provide a
sound foundation for identification of future restoration projects and conservation
measures. Working with the GoldRidge Resource Conservation District, local
landowners and the Harmony School District, this project enjoys wide support from the
community.

This project will greatly benefit California’s Sixth Congressional District and I urge you
to give this application your full and careful consideration. If you have any questions or

comments, please contact Tum Roth in my Santa Resa office at (707) 542-7182.

144 88w BN ek aks ~ e ke

Sincerely,

T N

Lynn Woolsey
Member of Congress

L8k RECEIVED

Cc: Richard Retecki, California Coastal Conservancy OCT 02 2003
Salmon Creek Watershed Council COASTAL CONSERVANGY
OAKLAND, CALIF.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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November 6, 2003
Dear Mr. Moravito,

I strongly support the proposal submitted by The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center to
work with the Salmon Creek Watershed Council to undertake a Salmon Creek Estuary
Study. The Council has been involved for many years in efforts to bring both agency and
community attention to the need to assess the health of Salmon Creek. ] am confident
that a scienufic study of the estuary and surrounding wetlands, the compilation of
istorical and anecdotal data, and the establishment of monitoning protocol would
contribute significantly to a comprehensive understanding of the entire system and would
provide a sound foundation for identification of future restoration projects and
conservation measures.

I am very familiar with the groups and individuals involved in this proposed project,
knowing them to be respected advocates for environmental stewardship in this region.
They have developed a wonderful spirit of cooperation between the Resource
Conservation District, the local landowners, the Harmony School District, and the
Salmon Creek School, all of whom will be involved. The result will be a meaningful
project that will surely lead to improvements in wildlife habitat and an understanding of
human impacts on the riparian system.

The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center has an extensive history of collaborating with
state and local agencies, and with farmers, landowners and environmental groups in West
Sonoma County. They have an excellent record of facilitating and project managing
community collaborations that have made significant contributions to Sonoma County's
ecological health.

T highly recommend your positive review of this Salmon Creek Estuary Study
application, and look forward to the continued success of these organizations in Sonoma
County. Please do not hesitate to contact me if [ can provide further information.

Sincerely,

A 77’”“"
Patricia Wiggins

Assemblymember, 7% District

PW: mer
* i o=

Printed on Hay:;:ed Paper
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A State of California « The Resources Agency Gray Davis, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director
North Bay District
25381 Steelhead Boulevard
P.0. Box 123

Duncans Mills, CA 95430

October 14, 2003

Paul Morabito, Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Funding Request for Occidental Arts & Ecology Center Salmon Creek Estuary Study

Dear Mr. Morabito,

| am writing on behalf of the California Department of Parks and Recreation to support the Occidental Arts
& Ecology Center in its project to assess the Salmon Creek estuary. This project will be undertaken in co-
operation with Saimon Creek Watershed Council, which for many years has been involved in efforts to
bring both agency and community attention to the need to assess the health of Salmon Creek.

The in-depth scientific study of the estuary and surrounding wetlands, the compilation of historical and
anecdotal data, and the establishment of monitoring protocol will help bring a comprehensive
understanding of the entire system and will provide a sound foundation for identification of future
restoration projects and conservation measures. The effort to fully involve the community of local
landowners and residents is essential to making this a meaningful project that will lead to improvements
in wildlife habitat and an understanding of human im pacts on the riparian system.

The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center has an extensive history of collaborating with state and local
agencies, and with farmers, landowners and environmental groups in West Sonoma County. They have
an excellent record of facilitating and project managing community collaborations that have made
significant contributions to Sonoma County's ecological health.

As a landowner of a significant portion of the Salmon Creek estuary State Parks is eager to learn of any
efforts we may undertake to improve our management of this beautiful and diverse property.

District Superintendent

CcC

Richard Retecki

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612 eCE \WE D
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bitpi/fwe v-nmlLucdavis.cdu BODEGA BAY. CALIFORNIA 96923-027

October 24, 2003

Paul Moravito, Board President
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Coastal Conservancy

Oakland, CA 94612

Dezr Mr. Moravito;

I am writing to express my supgort for the studies of the Salmon Creek estuary propesed .y wne
O-ridental Arts & Ecology Center in co-operation with Salmon Creek Watershed Council 1 live
in the small community of Salmon Creek, near the estuary mouth, and manage the Bi>'=g hAarine
Reserve for the Unirersity of California Davis, about 2 miles south of the estuary.

7 have been impressed many times over the past few years with the energy and dedication of the
many residents of our area wha have been part of the community efforts on behalf cf the
watershed, under the umbrella of the Salmon Creek Watershed Council. These efforts have 1.ulled
<~gether landowners, scientis. = ' anchers, conservationists, and local schools to focus on the
nea'th of Salmon Creek The nex. step is 1o begin a scieni.fic and historical assessme:: ot ¢
watershed, to determine what monitoring, research, and conservation or restoration proje ' are
most needed. The proposed study will address this need.

Szlmon Creek is a small but diverse watershed, running from tall redwood forests to this coastal
estuary. Parts of it are still in reasonably good condition, while other areas can benet:t from
restoration efforts. 1t is an idezl situation to attempt this kind of a watershed-wide couservation
effort, and the Occiuuntal Arrs & Ecology Center and Salmon Creek Watershed Council a~e ideal
leaders and organizers of the etfcrt. They will be effective in developing this as a widcly-+ . ed
community effort, with benefits in public education that will add to the immediate benefits 2 the
project itself

Sincerely,

G%/B ) C)*—--‘w. o —

Peter G. Cofinors
Reserve Manager

ce: Richard Retecki
Califormia State Coastal Conservancy
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY GRAY DAVIS. Governor

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

POST OFFICE BOX 47
YOUNTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 94599
(707) 944-5500

September 11, 2003

Mr. Paul Morabito. Board President
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Moribito,

This is a letter of support for the Occidental Arts and Ecology Center’s (OAEC) grant proposal to conduct
an environmental assessment of the Salmon Creek estuary in Sonoma County. OAEC, in cooperation
with the Salmon Creek Watershed Council. proposes to conduct an in-depth scientific study of the estuary,
surrounding wetlands, and the influence of the upper watershed. A comprehensive assessment will
deliver a synthesis of historical and anecdotal data, the establishment of water quality and species habitat
monitoring protocols, and the effects of historic and current land uses in the upper Salmon Creck
watershed on the estuary.

This summer. the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) completed salmonid habitat surveying
in Salmon Creek and its tributaries. This data will supplement the DFG funded Salmon Creck watershed
assessment. Our habitat surveying and future watershed assessment will not include the estuary as our
efforts focus on juvenile salmonid rearing habitat in the upper watershed. Should the Coastal
Conservancy fund the estuary assessment, we will have a complete and comprehensive watershed plan
that will lead to identification and prioritization of projects that will restore and enhance the Salmon
Creek watershed from its mouth to its headwaters.

OAEC has been successful in collaborating with state and local agencies, with farmers, landowners, and
environmental groups. DFG has awarded fisheries restoration funding to OAEC over the years and the
partnership has been fruitful. The Salmon Creeck Watershed Council has been instrumental in assisting
me and my crews in gaining landowner access for our habitat surveying and is an active partner in the
Salmon Creek watershed assessment. Both organizations are critical stakeholders that have been driving
forces in securing funding and agency presence. Frankly, without their assistance and commitment to
protection of the resources. agencies alone would be unable to protect and restore critical habitat in West
Sonoma County.

[ encourage support of this important estuary assessment. Please call me at (707) 944-5579 if you have
questions regarding this project.

Thank you for your consideration.

QECEH/

SEP |

“cc: Mr. Richard Retecki COASTA, o
OAK[ arr VSERVA

LAND, Cape e

ED
9 2003
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September 11, 2003

Paul Morabito, Board President
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito:

The Sonoma County Agnculural Preservation and Open Space District has a long
lustory of supporting preservation and conservaton efforis in the Saimon Creek
watershed. As a dernonstration of this commimment to date the District has invested$9.4
mullion to preserve over 3,700 acres in the watershed—335 via fee title purc 1ase and the
remamder Vid CONServation easement.

The District strongly supports the Occidental Arts & Ecology Center in 15 efforts to
assess the Salmon Creek estuary. The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center has an
excellent record of facilitating and project managing community collaborations that have
made significant contnbutions to Sonoma County’s ecological health.

The project will inform many ongoing collaborative efforts underway ir the Salmon
Creek Watershed. The Dismict owns property which bounds 3almon Crees just east of
the estuary across from Salmon Creek State Beach. The in-depth scientufic : tudy of the
estuary and surrounding wetlands, could inform management and restora 1 n plans for
the property, and will provide a solid foundation for identificahon of future | rojects.

This is important work in a critical watershed here in Sonoma County anc’ [ encourage
you to support their request.

Sincerely,
Andrea Mackenzie
General Manager

c: Richard Retecks
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Paul Morabito, Board President
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Cecastal Conservancy

Qakland, CA 94612

{Jear Mr. Morabito,

i am writing behalf of LandPaths (“Land Partners Through Stewardship®) to support
‘T2 Occidental Arts & Ecology Center in its project to assess the Salmon Creek
astuary. This project will be undertaken in co-operation with Salmon Creek
Watershed Council, which for many years has been involved in efforts to bring both
agency and community attention to the need to assess the health of Salmon Creek.

The in-depth scientific study of the estuary and surrounding weétlands, the compilation
of historical end anecdotal data, and the establishment monitoring protocol will help
bring a comprehensive understanding of the entire system and will provide a sound
faundation for identification of future restoration projects and conservation measures.
“t'hia effort to fully involve the community of local landowners and residents is essential
t» making this a meaningful project that will lead to improvements in wildlife habitat
and an undeistanding of human impacts on the riparian system.

The Occiden & Arts & Ecology Centsr has an extensive history of collaborating with
stale and locai agencies, and with farmers, landowners and environmental groups in
\Vaast Sonom:a County. They have an excelient record of facilitating and project
riianaging community collaborations that have made significant contributions to
Sonoma Couity's ecological health.

As a (landowner/land manager/other interested party) we will be interested in any
knowledge that will enable us to better steward our land. (Or describe your specific
ownership/interest and how you could use this study)

Sincerely,

A

C maig Andersaon

E wscutive Dirator, LandPaths

C7: Richard Retecki
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=T %ELL

966 SONOMA AVE.
SANTA ROSA

CA 95404

TEL: 707 526 6930
FAK: 707 526 2001

email: slt@sonic.net

sonomalandtrust.org

LAND TRUST

September 11, 2003

Paul Morabito, Board President
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

VIA FACSIMILE: 510-286-0470

Dear Mr. Morabito.

I am writing behalf of Sonoma Land Trust to support The Occidental Arts &
Ecology Center’s proposed project to assess the Salmon Creek estuary. This project
will be undertaken in co-operation with Salmon Creek Watershed Council, which for
many years has been involved in efforts to bring both agency and community
attention to the need to assess the health of Salmon Creek.

The proposed study will be an in-depth scientific study of the estuary and
surrounding wetlands, the compilation of historical and anecdotal data, and the
establishment momtoring protocol will help bring a comprehensive understanding of
the entire system and will provide a sound foundation for identification of future
restoration projects and conservation measures. The effort to fully involve the
community of local landowners and residents is essential to making this a
meaningful project that will lead to improvements in wildlife habitat and an
understanding of human impacts on the riparian system.

Sonoma Land Trust supports this effort because, by gathering essential data, it will
enable us to better identify important conservation resources in the Salmon Creek
estuary and work for their preservation.

Smcerely

Wl i CM{W

rroll Crawford
Land Conservation Manager

cc: Richard Retecki ‘/

Page 8 of 11



EXHIBIT 5: Letters of Support

STEWARDS of SLAVIANKA

Preserving the Redwood Coast

Russian River Sector State Parks

Paul Morabito, Board President

1330 Broadway. Suite 1100
Coastal Conservancy
Oakland, CA 94612

Richard Retecki

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, suite 1100

Oakland. CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito,

I am writing behalf of Stewards of Slavianka to support The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center in it's project to assess the Salmon
Creek estuary. This project will be undertaken in co-operation with Salmon Creek Watershed Council, which for many years has
been involved in efforts to bring both agency and community attention to the need to assess the health of Salmon Creek.

The in-depth scientific study of the estuary and surrounding wetlands. the compilation of historical and anecdotal data, and the
establishment of monitoring protocol will help bring a comprehensive understanding of the entire system and will provide a
sound foundation for identification of future restoration projects and conservation measures. The effort to fully involve the
community of local landowners and residents is essential to making this a meaningful project that will lead to improvements in
wildlife habitat and an understanding of human impacts on the riparian system.

The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center has an extensive history of collaborating with state and local agencies, and with farmers,
landowners and environmental groups in West Senoma County. They have an excellent record of facilitating and project
managing community collaborations that have made significant contributions to Sonoma County’s ecological health.

As an organization that supports resource management projects on State Park property we will be interested in any knowledge
that will enable us to better steward the State’s land.

Sincerely,
T8 Al T I
T RECEIVED
Michele Luna
Executive Director EL 5— Z 003

L)URL‘;TAL CUNSERVF\IN. T
OAKLAND, CALIF.

P.O. Box 221 e Duncans Mills, CA 95430 e (707)869-9177 = Fax (707) 869-8252 e stewards@mcn.org
www.stewardsofslavianka.org

<3
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Bodega Land Trust

dedicated to the conservation and stewardship of land and community
September 10. 2003

Paul Morabito, Board President
Executive Officer

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
QOakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito:

Bodega Land Trust wishes to add its support to the California Coastal Conservancy’s funding The Occidental
Arts & Ecology Center in an assessment of the Salmon Creek estuary in Sonoma County. This cooperative
effort of the Center, Salmon Creek Watershed Council, agencies, landowners, residents of the watershed, and
other stakeholders will provide valuable baseline information to provide direction for the protection,
restoration, and enhancement of the whole watershed as well as the estuary.

Stakeholder involvement is essential in conducting a meaningful assessment that will guide efforts to mitigate
human impacts on the riparian system and improve natural habitat. The in-depth scientific study of the
estuary and surrounding wetlands, the compilation of historical and anecdotal data, and the establishment of
monitoring protocol will help establish a comprehensive understanding of the estuary’s dynamics and provide
a sound foundation for identification of future restoration projects and conservation measures.

The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center has built a solid reputation based on an impressive record of
collaboration with environmental groups and landowners in West Sonoma County. The Center has brought
their organizational expertise to many other projects with very positive results and is well suited to lead this
effort.

As a locally supported organization, Bodega Land Trust will benefit from all information that fosters
better understanding and stewardship of the land, water, and other natural resources upon which the
health of the estuary and watershed depend. Bodega Land Trust, dedicated to the preservation of land and
the communities it supports, would commit to fully supporting the assessment of the Salmon Creek

estuary.

Sincerely,
z RECEIvep
S ~
Mary Biggs (| Q SEP 1 9 2003
President, ega Land Trust L
wUAS TAL CONSEHVA
ce: Richard Retecki Occidental Arts & Ecology Center Lauren H D, CALIF Pt
California Coastal Conservancy 15290 Coleman Valley Rd Prunuske Chatham, Inc
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 Occidental, CA 95465 P.O. Box 828
Oakland, CA 94612 Occidental, CA 95465

A California non-profit 501(c) 3 corporation
P.O. Box 254, Bodega, CA 94922 bodegalandtrust@bodeganet.com 876-1806 or 876-3422
Board of Directors: Mary Biggs, Alistair Bleifuss, Rob Cary, John Everett, Sharon Welling Harston
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i
JOSEPH PHELPS

October 28, 2003

Paul Morabito, Board President
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Coastal Conservancy

QOakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito,

[ am writing to support The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center project to assess the Salmon Creek
estuary. This project will be undertaken in cooperation with Salmon Creek Watershed Council,
which for many vears has been involved in efforts to bring both agency and community attention
to the need to assess the health of Salmon Creek.

The in-depth scientific study of the estuary and surrounding wetlands, the compilation of
historical and anecdotal data and the establishment of monitoring protocol will help bring a
comprehensive understanding of the entire system and will provide a sound foundation for
identification of future restoration projects and conservation measures. The effort to fully involve
the community of local landowners and residents is essential to making this a meaningful project
that will lead to improvements in wildlife habitat and an understanding of human impacts on the
riparian system.

The Occidental Arts & Ecology Center has an extensive history of collaborating with state and
local agencies, and with farmers, landowners and environmental groups in West Sonoma County.
They have an excellent record of facilitating and project managing community collaborations that
have made significant contributions to Sonoma County's ecological health.

We are one of many local farmers in the Salmon Creek watershed. Currently, we are working
with Laurel Marcus of Laurel Marcus and Associates and Kerry Williams of the Sotoyome
Resource Conservation District in conjunction with the GoldRidge Resource Conservation
District towards ceriification of our own “Fish Friendly Farming” program on our property. This
proposed assessment of the estuary would provide additional and valuable scientific information
that would enhance our stewardship efforts and those of our Salmon Creek watershed community.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED
0CT 2 9 2003

A1ARTA MY EON s n .
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